Selected quotes from students on topical issues
As part of the FUTURETRACK study, participants were encouraged to include their comments on key issues which students face at university. Below is a selection of these quotes from real students expressing a range of opinions, which we think will make interesting contributions to some of the major student debates. Please feel free to use these quotes to support any articles which you may be writing on these subjects over the coming year.
In order to accurately attribute the quotes, you can use the student description below and mention FUTURETRACK as its source.
For example:
A female Business & Administration student from Yorkshire, who took part in Futuretrack, a study into what influences students’ education and career choices, said “You shouldn’t only go to university just to gain a job out of it. You should go for the experience, activities, acquiring new skills, meeting new people, realising your potential and much more. You go there to enjoy the ride!”
I hope that these quotes will be useful to you during your time as editor. If you find yourself short of quotes, or are writing about an issue which hasn’t been covered in this pack, don’t worry. We have literally thousands of student quotes covering the full range of issues which students face, which can be emailed through to you on request.
Please feel free to get in touch with our PR team by emailing graham@twelvepr.co.uk if you have any questions or are looking for more quotes on these or any other issues.
Finance and student loans and debts

“Although student loans may initially be seen as a burden to students it will provide a valuable experience for students who otherwise would never get the opportunity to become independent”


- A female Social Studies student from the South East of England
“I don’t know why everyone complains about student loans, true you get into debt but it’s only the same as buying a new car and what the universities do charge goes back into your education anyway”


- A male Physical Sciences student from Wales
“Even though I expect that I will owe money at the end of my time at university, due to student loans etc, I do not feel this is a reason to not join university”

- A female Business & Administration student from Merseyside
“Students should not have to pay for any education, as long as they continue to study at a higher level than any qualifications they already hold”


- A female Creative Arts & Design student from the North West of England
International Students

“Fees for international students are too expensive, especially with the currency exchange rates. They should be lowered.”
- A female Business & Administration student from Greater London
“Higher education for international students in the UK is very expensive. The universities should make available more scholarships or loans to enable international students to attend. The huge gap between the fees charged to UK and international students should also be narrowed, if not bridged altogether. We are moving towards an increasingly integrated and globalised world. Uk institutions and government should take consideration of this fact and realise that to attract the very best of students from all over the world, they have to make higher education affordable for all.”
- A male Business & Administration student from Greater London
“The drastic difference of costs for a local student and an overseas student should be revised, as it is unfair that higher education costs are determined by nationality or race.”
- A female Creative Arts & Design student from Greater London
“Higher education is a valuable asset to all who choose to pursue its benefits. The contribution of highly trained individuals to the development of societies has a global impact. In a society interconnected by trade, culture, sports and other diverse means, it would be more advantageous to all, if it was more cost effective, for international students to embark on studies in foreign countries.”
- A female Law student from Greater London
Views on University

“You shouldn’t only go to university just to gain a job out of it. You should go for the experience, activities, acquiring new skills, meeting new people, realising your potential and much more. You go there to enjoy the ride!”

- A female Business & Administration student from Yorkshire
“I feel that students should be encouraged to explore their own paths and especially not to go into HE just because they want the student lifestyle or they have no other idea of what to do”

- A female Linguistics & Classics student from the East of England
Views on HE and expectation of what it provides

“Higher education will make me more marketable in a competitive world. Indeed, higher education is necessary when lesser skilled jobs are becoming more frequently outsourced to low cost countries”

- A male Law student from the South West of England
“Higher education I feel is essential, it enables people to reach their potential”

- A male Engineering student from Greater London
“The opportunities here in the UK are really good for students and should be appreciated”

- A female Education student from Greater London
“University should be available to everyone regardless of their economic and social situation. It is a moral disgrace if the opportunity of learning and discovering and developing one’s own self is denied”

- A male History & Philosophical studies student from the North West of England
 General pre-uni worries

“I am worried that I’m not old enough to leave home and go to university yet”

- A female Biological Sciences student from the South East of England
“I am worried that there will be pressure to go out drinking, and the unhealthy student stereotype concerns me”

- A female Biological Sciences student from the South West of England
“I am worried that without my teachers pushing me like my teachers do at school, I will not work hard and fall behind in my course.”

- A female Veterinary Science student from Greater London
“I worry that having too much freedom may mean I don’t get enough work done”

- A female Biological Sciences student from the South East of England
Lack of information pre-uni

“More information should be given to school leavers about vocational choices, we are given unreasonable expectations that doing a degree and getting into all this debt will automatically mean you’ll get a great job at the end of it. This isn’t true. I do agree that education has a value in itself but with increasing debts as part and parcel of this, I’m not sure if it’s a price worth paying.”

- Undisclosed
“The application process expects people to make decisions about what they will do with the rest of their life without knowing if they will be able to do it. If you don’t get your grades you will either have to effectively waste a year or accept second best.”

- A female History & Philosophical studies student from Yorkshire
“Not enough information is given quick enough. I believe that information about further education after post-16 should be given before post-16 options are chosen. As some universities require certain A-level subjects, some require specific grades at GCSE in certain subjects and others may not accept certain types of course (maybe vocational courses) for non vocational degrees. “

- A male Social Studies student from the South East of England
Fears of debt

“The level of student debt which the average student leaves university with these days is outrageous and is taking away the right of every student in this country to proceed into higher education.”

- A female History & Philosophical studies student from the South East of England
“The new changes for students starting in 2006/2007 where ALL students have to pay for tuition fees are absolutely terrible. It causes extra stress and burden to students and is completely unnecessary. Students will be in even more debt than they need to be.”

- Undisclosed
“The new fees being introduced in September 2006 are an unreasonable demand to make on students. Students will have to do additional paid work to relieve some of their debt, which in turn will affect their studies.”
- Undisclosed
“The whole funding process of higher education is a joke”

- A male Creative Arts & Design student from the East of England
Mature Students general views about uni, debt, etc

“As a mature student, I am not entirely sure what lies ahead for me at university. I believe there should be more information specifically aimed at mature students.”

- A female Biological Sciences mature student from the South West of England
“As a mature student, I am about to give up a secure job to study towards what I believe will be a better future. However, I do have doubts especially about the length of time I will study and the amount of debt I will be in when I leave. I’m also really excited and know this is the best decision I’ve made.”

- A female Education Studies mature student from the North East of England
“As a mature student, I feel that I will benefit more from university life and my course than a teenager would. I also feel my life experience will help me with any stresses or anxieties of exams and working to deadlines”

- A female Non-European Languages mature student from the North West of England
“As a mature student, very little help has been forthcoming with regards to financial assistance and this is a huge worry, as I will have to work whilst studying.”


- A male Medicine & Dentistry mature student from Greater London
“As a single parent, I need to be sure about financial arrangements for my course, but have been disappointed that there is so little advice available regarding other benefits such as housing benefits etc. I am entering into the unknown.”

- A female Social Studies mature student from the East of England
“The cost of the ‘student experience’ is turning prospective students away, which I can totally understand. I now have a huge student loan, although I feel the experience is worth every penny.”

- A female Social Studies mature student from the East of England
“Higher education is probably the most valuable experience in life, not only in the education you gain in it but also in the sense that you learn to live your own life and become dependent on yourself and nobody else.”

- A male Medicine & Allied Subjects mature student from the South East of England
“I am worried about such a big change in my life, from having most things at home to having to live independently, meeting new people, learning new locations and starting from ‘scratch’. In one vein, I am afraid from learning everything I know to going to something that I know little about, yet on the other hand, I understand that such an experience will prove beneficial in the long term.”


- A male Law student from the West Midlands
